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Clinical and Translational Science Pilot Program   
Funding Opportunity Announcement – Call for Abstracts 

April 1, 2025 

The UAMS Translational Research Institute (TRI) invites applications for the Clinical and Translational Science Pilot 
Program (CTSP2). Our mission is to develop and test translational science innovations that will drive real-world solutions 
to enhance health outcomes for Arkansas’ communities and beyond. For this Funding Opportunity Announcement 
(FOA), TRI seeks proposals that employ translational approaches to address the health challenges and unmet needs 
creating barriers to positive outcomes for Arkansas’ rural populations. Proposed projects may employ a range of 
approaches, including but not limited to: 

• Team Science/Multi PI collaborations 

• Investigator-Initiated projects 

• Mentored projects for more junior faculty or faculty shifting to new areas of research 

• Community-partnered research, including community MPIs 

Specifically, TRI is accepting applications that will employ novel approaches to address any of the following focus areas:  

• Health concerns and challenges of rural communities and unmet needs in Arkansas  
• Implementation science to incorporate new research findings into the health care system, including rural 

settings 
• Artificial Intelligence and biomedical informatics approaches to improve disease diagnosis or prevention  
• Community and/or stakeholder-partnered research 
• Public health emergencies/emerging priority needs 
• Lifespan research  

The purpose of this FOA is to support approaches in translational science and generate data to advance to extramural 
funding. We recommend visiting this website for helpful information on the use of and appropriate scope of pilot 
studies. In essence, pilot projects proposed under this FOA should address a key gap in data or answer key questions of 
feasibility that will allow further research with extramural funding.  

Projects at all levels of the translational spectrum will be considered, but all proposed projects must demonstrate a 
contribution to translational science, e.g., by linking their proposal to the translational science principles. Through the 
application development process and consultations with TRI faculty, all applicants will be provided support in identifying 
and highlighting the translational science aspects of their proposals. Priority will be given to projects that meet an 
immediate translational need or can be incorporated into clinical practice in the shorter term. These awards will not 
support projects that are minor offshoots of ongoing research by existing teams. Likewise, these awards will not support 
bridge funding to previously funded investigators. 

Budgets up to $40,000 for a one-year project will be considered. A review of the budget will be part of the funding 
decision, and all projects must be scaled to feasibly be completed within a one-year project period. NCATS will not allow 
extensions beyond a 12-month project period. Awardees will be provided with ongoing review and guidance to support 
project completion within the timeline. All projects under this FOA must be complete within the 12-month project 
period.  

Eligibility 

https://www.nccih.nih.gov/grants/pilot-studies-common-uses-and-misuses
https://ncats.nih.gov/about/about-translational-science/spectrum
https://ncats.nih.gov/about/about-translational-science/principles
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Contact PI should have a terminal degree; must be full-time faculty at UAMS, UAMS-NW, ACH/ACRI, or CAVHS who hold 
non-temporary positions at the rank of Assistant Professor or above; and must be a US citizen or permanent resident. 
Other PIs/team members may be faculty at the rank of Instructor or above or project leads from community 
organizations. Multiple PIs (MPI) are allowed, and a plan describing how team members will work together with a 
description of the division of responsibilities across the team must be included in an MPI plan. Current 2nd year K12 
Scholars are eligible to apply for the CTSP2. 

Abstract Submission Process 
Abstracts are solicited broadly from UAMS and related campuses, including CAVHS, ACRI, and UAMS-NW. Abstracts will 
be peer-reviewed by a study section of UAMS faculty, including domain experts and experienced scientists. Selected 
abstracts will be invited to present their projects at TRI Team Science Studios (TSS) with faculty who will help applicants 
develop proposals scoped and resourced for success. As applicants develop a full proposal, the members of the TSS, as 
well as additional TRI staff resources, services and support, will be made available to consult with applicant teams and 
help strengthen applications and approaches.  

All applicants are required to use TRI’s online application system, Apply, to enter their basic information and upload a 2-
page Abstract. The abstract must be completed by 5:00 pm, May 24, 2025. Contact Hailey Rogers at 501-526-0363 if you 
have any questions. Here are instructions for how to make an account in Apply.   

Abstract Format 
Acceptable fonts are Arial, Tahoma, or Calibri with a font size of 11 pt. Figure and Table legends should be no smaller 
than 9 pt. Please use appropriate headings in preparing your proposal. The abstract must provide information on each of 
the following points using the provided template, which will be major factors in selecting projects to attend 
collaborative Team Science Studios and submit a full proposal: 

• Project Summary - summarize the project and the importance of the proposed research at a level easily 
understood by diverse scientific disciplines. 

• Potential impact on health/healthcare. 
• Clearly state which of the focus areas your proposal addressed.  
• Approach - briefly describe the scientific approach used to address the research question. 
• Plan for future extramural funding - describe your specific plan for obtaining future extramural funding. The plan 

should include how this project will provide data supporting future extramural funding proposals, including the 
type of grant (R01, R21, etc.), FOA/agency, proposed project length, and date of submission targeted. 

• Timeline 
Please click here to access the abstract checklist and template to use for your abstract submission. 
 

Timeline 
 

Abstract Due Date May 24, 2025 
Selected Abstracts Meet with TSS May 31 – June 30 
Proposal Development June 1 – September 1, 2025 

Full Applications Due September 9, 2025 

Proof of Regulatory Submission in APPLY September 9, 2025 

Study Section ~September 15, 2025 ~September 25, 2025 

Just in Time (JIT) Requests ~September 30, 2025  
Regulatory Approval, as applicable Within 60 days of JIT notification 
Earliest Start Date for Projects October 1, 2025  

Please contact Paul Duguid or Hailey Rogers if you have any questions about this FOA or the application process.  

https://tri.smapply.org/acc/r/?g=86378
mailto:hrogers@uams.edu
https://app.box.com/s/2j541mhpgw4ghjfi0wov8vqqywkoozy7
https://app.box.com/s/6hu1in25jb2gvvtmx8c37v1u4c1mr5j0
https://app.box.com/s/6hu1in25jb2gvvtmx8c37v1u4c1mr5j0
mailto:pduguid@uams.edu
mailto:HRogers@uams.edu
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