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Dear Colleagues,

In this issue of The TRIbune, we tell 
the story of a noteworthy collaboration 
between two early-career researchers: Drs.  
Maryam Garza and Tremaine Williams.

 A few things stand outabout these KL2 
Mentored Research Career Development 
scholars. The collaboration between the 
two Department of Biomedical Informatics 
faculty has been highly productive and 

impactful, with three publications and an R01 submission since 
becoming KL2 scholars in July 2021. Their work to improve data 
quality has strong translational potential. 

I also thought Dr. Williams’ comment about the KL2 program 
environment was telling. It is not surprising that he credits our 
program leadership for creating a safe atmosphere for junior 
faculty navigating the complex world of translational research.

TRI’s KL2 program is led by three outstanding researchers 

and mentors in Drs. John Arthur, Elisabet Borsheim and 
Carolyn Greene. They are all widely respected for their scientific 
contributions, and just as importantly, for their warmth, 
compassion and ability to connect with our trainees.

For any junior faculty interested in meeting our program 
leaders and learning more about the KL2 program, we are 
hosting an information session Thursday, October 6, 9-10 a.m., 
via Zoom. You can learn more about this session and the KL2 
program on page 2 and at our website, TRI.UAMS.edu.

Sincerely,

Laura James, M.D. 
Director, TRI 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Clinical 
and Translational Research, UAMS

Maryam Garza, Ph.D., and Tremaine Williams, Ed.D., share a laugh during a recent meeting. 
Continued on page 2

A routine monthly 
meeting, a comment and 
a question were the 
genesis for three 
publications this year by 
two TRI KL2 Mentored 
Research Career 
Development Program 
scholars. 

Maryam Garza, Ph.D., 
MPH, MMCi, and Tremaine 
Williams, Ed.D., who 
became KL2 scholars in 
2021, are co-authors on 
papers in BMC Medical 
Research Methodology; 
Journal of Multimorbidity 
and Comorbidity; and 
Journal of the American 
Medical Informatics 
Association.

For Garza and Williams, 
assistant professors in 



TRI Study of the Month
 UAMS Principal Investigator: 

Sukanthi Kovvuru, M.D., 
assistant professor, College 
of Medicine Department of 
Neurology

 Summary: The HEALY ALS 
Platform Trial is a multi-
center, multi-regimen clinical 
trial evaluating the safety 
and efficacy of multiple 
investigational products for 
the treatment of Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). UAMS 
will begin with Regimen E - SLS-
005 Trehalose and a matching 
placebo. 

 Significance: Researchers hope 
that the trial can identify a safe 
drug that will slow ALS’ rate of 
progression and/or improve ALS 
symptoms.  

 TRI Services: Medicare 
coverage analysis, study budget 
development, regulatory 
management, clinical/nurse 
coordinator and finance 
support. 

 Sponsor/Clinical Coordinating 
Center: Merit Cudkowicz, M.D., 
Director, Sean M. Healey & AMG 
Center for ALS at Massachusetts 
General Hospital
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KL2  
Information 
Session  
Thursday,  
October 6

 
Early-career researchers can 
learn more about the TRI KL2 
Mentored Research Career 
Development Award Program 
at an information session 
Thursday, Oct. 6, 9-10 a.m. 
The program, which will seek 
applications in December, 
offers two years of didactic 
and mentored research 
training, including 75% salary 
support (up to $95,000) and 
$25,000 each year. Use the 
QR code to register for the 
information session.    

Sukanthi Kovvuru, M.D., consults with TRI’s Simone Walls, MBA, MPH, CHES, CRS, 
regulatory specialist for the HEALY ALS Platform Trial.

Junior Faculty Invited to Apply for 
Path 2 K Grant Writing Program

the College of Medicine Department 
of Biomedical Informatics, their early 
success speaks to the testimonies 
they have heard about the power of 
collaboration and team science. 

“As early career investigators and 
KL2 scholars, we’re trying to carry out 
our research, write papers and grants, 
and it’s a lot to get done by yourself,” 
Garza said. “So collaboration is really 
helpful to get you out of any holes and 
elevate the quality of the work. It is 
also much more enjoyable to not be 
alone in this work.”

Williams agreed. “When I’ve taken 
a project as far as I can, I know I can 
go to Maryam and she will have some 
questions, suggestions or substantial 
contributions to guide the direction of 
the work.”

The two realized the 
opportunity for collaboration 
during a regular monthly 
meeting of the KL2 scholars 
as Williams gave his status 
report. He heard Garza say, 
“Ooh, I didn’t realize how 
much our worlds intersect.”

Her comment prompted 
him to ask the group if 
anyone was interested in 
collaborating. “Maryam was 
the first person to say, ‘Yes, I 
would love to collaborate,’ so 
it went from there,” he said.

Both are working in the 
area of data quality, and 
their worlds intersect at how 
to streamline processes of 
getting that data from point 
A to point B.

Garza’s work is focused 
on overcoming data-related 
barriers that slow the search 
for cures and vaccines. 

“Informatics has a critical 
role to play improving the 
data pipeline, which will 
translate to more efficient 
bench-to-bedside processes,” 
Garza said. “No one can run 
clinical trials and leverage the 
electronic health record if the 
data doesn’t exist.”

Williams’ work has focused 
on expanding the informatics 
capacity of the electronic 

All UAMS-affiliated junior faculty interested in applying for an NIH career 
development grant are invited to apply for participation in the Path 2 K grant 
writing program, sponsored by the Translational Research Institute (TRI) and 
the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute. 

Led by Mario Schootman, Ph.D., this program for early-career investigators 
offers six months of structured activities focused on the specific steps to apply 
for an NIH Career Development (K) grant (e.g. K01, K08, K23) in June 2023. 
The training includes brief workshops about specific components of a K grant, 
individualized support, Mock Study Section, and key resources/templates, 
including previously funded K awards. The Path 2 K program starts in early 
December.

Applications are due November 1.
Apply to the program or learn more at  

tri.UAMS.edu/training-opportunities/path-2-k-program  
or use your mobile device to scan the QR code. 

Question? Contact Paul Duguid, pduguid@UAMS.edu

Carolyn Greene, Ph.D.

Elisabet Borsheim, Ph.D.

John Arthur, M.D., Ph.D.

Mario Schootman, Ph.D.

health record to support patients 
with two or more chronic conditions, 
referred to as multimorbidity patients. 

“These multimorbidity patients are 
behind the curve because medical 
care has been traditionally siloed into 
addressing single chronic diseases, 
and the data we have is a byproduct 
of those treatments,” he said. “The 
informatics infrastructure is lagging. 
We don’t have, for example, clinical 
data repositories or places that 
could support very robust, global 
clinical and translational research for 
multimorbidity patients.”

He noted that Garza is working 
on an emerging data standard 
called HL7® FHIR® (Fast Healthcare 
Interoperability Resources 1 ), 

which defines how health 
care information can 
be transferred between 
information systems 
regardless of how those 
systems store it. 

“Maryam is going to 
change the world with the 
work that she’s doing to 
enable the use of real world 
data in real time,” Williams 
said. “But we can’t apply 
much of Maryam’s work on 
the FHIR standards with multimorbidity patients because 
most health care systems don’t currently have the data 
infrastructure needed for the management and longitudinal 
tracking of the compounding of chronic diseases.”

TRI Associate Director John Arthur, M.D., Ph.D., co-
director of the KL2 Program, praised Garza and Williams 
for their enthusiastic collaboration. 

“They are setting a great example for their colleagues in 
the KL2 Program as well as our entire research community,” 
said Arthur, also chief of the Division of Nephrology in 
the Department of Internal Medicine. “I am excited by the 
strength of their work and happy that the KL2 Program 
became a conduit for their collaboration.” 

Williams said the collaboration was enabled in large 
part because of the tone set by the KL2 Program leaders, 
Arthur, Elisabet Borsheim, Ph.D., and Carolyn Greene, Ph.D. 

“The environment in the monthly KL2 meetings is very 
warm, very supportive,” Williams said.

Hoping to capitalize on their efforts, Garza and Williams 
recently submitted an R01 grant application to the  
National Institutes of Health. And beyond that, they are 
dreaming big. 

“We are going to grow old together as collaborators,” 
Garza said, “and who knows, maybe we’ll win the  
Nobel Prize.”  

Register Here

https://tri.uams.edu/training/training-opportunities/path-2-k-program/


UAMS-affiliated researchers who have received 
Translational Research Institute (TRI) support 
submitted 77 research manuscripts as part of the 
Summer 2022 Writing Challenge, TRI Director Laura 
James, M.D., announced at an Ice Cream Social 
celebration to recognize the contributing researchers. 

Held jointly at UAMS campuses in Little Rock and 
Northwest Arkansas, the Thursday, Sept. 8 event 
featuring Loblolly Creamery ice cream included prizes 
in six categories and numerous door prizes. 

“We are thrilled to have received so many manuscript 
submissions and nearly match our total of 85 a year 
ago,” James said. “This is a huge accomplishment, 
reflecting the dedication of our faculty to complete an 
important part of research, which is the dissemination 
of research findings. In particular, the enthusiasm of our 
junior faculty is noteworthy and reflects the energy and 
vibrancy of our early-stage researcher community.”

Below are winners announced at the event:  
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Jennifer Andersen, Ph.D. (two awards)
Astounding Apprentice Award:  
Most Submitted Manuscripts for the Rank of 
Assistant Professor/Instructor
Prize: TRI will pay for a manuscript submission fee

Most Reflective of Community Engagement  
and Partnerships
Prize: UAMS travel blanket

Chenghui Li, Ph.D.
Wise Wordsmith Award: Most Submitted 
Manuscripts for the Rank of Associate Professor
Prize: Free statistical consultation

David Ussery, Ph.D.
Sage Scribe Award: Most Submitted 
Manuscripts for the Rank of Professor
Prize: TRI will submit a manuscript

Melissa Zielinski, Ph.D.
Best Representation of Implementation Science
Prize: UAMS tumbler

Umesh Wankhade, Ph.D., won a special door 
prize added this year, “A Delightful Dinner with 
the Director (James).”   

Researchers’ Productive Summer Nets 77 
Manuscripts in TRI Writing Challenge

Zulema Udaondo, Ph.D.
Best Representation of Informatics 
Supported Research
Prize: Wooden pen set

TRI Director Laura James, M.D., with Zulema Udaondo, 
Ph.D., who won for Best Representation of Informatics  
Supported Research.


