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Promise Keepers
TRI, CTSAs Take Collaboration to Heart

Message from Dr. James

TRI and other UAMS research leaders recently hosted the University of Alabama, Birmingham, Emory
University, University of Kentucky and Medical University of South Carolina to discuss the Southeastern
Shared Health Research Informatics NEtwork (SE-SHRINE)

Dear Colleagues,
As reported in this issue,
the adoption of SMART IRB
is a great achievement for the
Clinical and Translational
Science Award (CTSA)
Consortium. For many, the
idea of a single IRB for multisite clinical trials
seemed implausible just 10 years ago.
Not only was SMART IRB established, it
was adopted by all 62 members of the CTSA
Consortium, including UAMS. This new
model will improve the quality of clinical trials
and lead to faster cures without increasing risks
to patients. It also represents the accelerating
evolution of research within the consortium.
I am proud that TRI is playing a vital role
with numerous cross-CTSA collaborations
(summarized in this issue) and network
activities that accrue to our researchers’ and
patients’ benefit.
TRI has also been actively working on
collaborations that involve researchers across
UAMS, Arkansas Children’s Research Institute
and the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare
System. You’ll read on page three how our
efforts, led by Kate Stewart, M.D., M.P.H.,
resulted in a productive retreat in which about
30 attendees learned more about potential
research opportunities with the Arkansas
Center for Health Improvement’s (ACHI) AllPayer Claims Database.
We are thankful for the insight provided by
ACHI Director Joe Thompson, M.D., M.P.H.,
and the data experts who accompanied him at
the retreat.

This spring, the national Clinical
and Translational Science Award
(CTSA) Consortium delivered on a key
innovation with the adoption of SMART
IRB, which simplifies IRB review for
large-scale, multisite trials.
The NIH National Center for
Advancing Translational Sciences
(NCATS) announced in March that all
of its CTSA program sites – including
UAMS - had signed on to the NCATS
Streamlined, Multisite, Accelerated
Resources for Trials (SMART) IRB
authorization agreement.
“This is a monumental achievement
that will help stimulate inter-institutional
collaborations for multisite clinical
trials,” said Laura James, M.D., TRI
director and associate vice chancellor for
clinical and translational research.
Delays getting multisite studies off
the ground have occurred because each

site typically relies on its own IRB to
provide reviews of the risks and benefits
of proposed research. James, who led
the effort for UAMS’ SMART IRB
participation, and other research leaders
expect it will significantly speed the pace
of multisite studies.
“Smart IRB is an extremely important
initiative that will accelerate the
initiation and completion of clinical
trials that have the potential to improve
human health,” said Lawrence Cornett,
Ph.D., UAMS vice chancellor for
research. “I am pleased that UAMS is a
partner. Our participation will increase
opportunities for both our investigators,
our patients and the community
at large.”
The SMART IRB authorization
agreement will also provide the
foundation for NCATS’ Trial Innovation
Network central IRBs. The Trial
Continued on page 2

Sincerely,

Laura James, M.D.
Director, UAMS Associate Vice Chancellor
for Clinical and Translational Research
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(Continued from page 1)

Innovation Network is a collaborative CTSA
program to address roadblocks in clinical
research and to streamline the clinical trial and
study processes.
“Fostering research collaboration is a
cornerstone of TRI’s mission, whether among
UAMS faculty, with other institutions or with
communities and stakeholders,” James said.
TRI is part of numerous cross-CTSA
collaborations and network activities, such as:
CTSA Consortium Scientific Review
Committee. Five UAMS researchers were
selected this spring to participate as scientific
quality reviewers for pilot studies: Ellen
P. Fischer, Ph.D., Joshua Kennedy, M.D.,
Jeannette Y. Lee, Ph.D., Page C. Moore,
Ph.D., and Lori Fischbach, Ph.D.
NCATS Accrual to Clinical Trials (ACT)
project. TRI is among 13 new CTSA sites
invited this year to participate in this project,
which will enable cohort discovery on
millions of patients from across the country.
UAMS Profiles. Now connecting
researchers globally, the web-based research
collaboration tool was adopted in 2015 from
the groundbreaking, open-source research
networking software developed at Harvard.
CTSA External Reviewer Exchange
Consortium (CEREC). Includes nine CTSA
hubs that share pilot study reviewers.
Southeastern Shared Health Research
Informatics NEtwork (SE-SHRINE). A
regional data-sharing collaborative, it held its
second face-to-face meeting hosted by TRI
on April 7. Topics included projects such as
sickle cell disease, a living biobank and acute
kidney injury.
Western States Consortium (five CTSA
institutions). It recently issued a fourth
request for applications for pilot awards that
require inter-institutional collaboration.
Our Community, Our Health. Forum
brings researchers and the public together
to discuss health research topics important
to communities. TRI hosted one of the
nationally live-streamed events last year,
called Women’s Heart Health National
Town Hall.
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Health Sciences Entrepreneurship Seminar
Series. Started at UAMS in 2016, it has
expanded this spring to include three other
CTSA institutions with the seminars offered
via interactive video.
Child Health Research Acceleration through
Multisite Planning (CHAMP). Through the
CHAMP initiative, TRI will help leverage
UAMS’ pediatric research expertise to
expand research in child health and support
cross-CTSA initiatives.
For the past two years, TRI pilot award
applications and KL2 Award applications have
benefited from cross-collaborations with the
University of Alabama, Birmingham. The
University of California, Irvine, and Harvard
Catalyst have also reviewed TRI pilot award
applications. In May, TRI will review pilot
applications for Virginia Commonwealth
University. TRI also facilitated reviews of
applications for two Arkansas Children’s
Research Institute (ACRI) pilots.
Other TRI-supported activities often have
collaboration as a component. TRI partnered
with the NIGMS-funded T32 Training Program
in Systems Pharmacology and Toxicology at
UAMS to launch the campus’ first Health
Sciences Entrepreneurship Boot Camp in 2016,
which included a strong collaboration with the
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, as well as
business and innovation leaders. TRI is also
co-sponsor with the Department of Biomedical
Informatics of the Research and Application
Seminar Series. This weekly seminar features
biomedical informatics experts from UAMS,
the U.S. and internationally.
In addition, TRI has sponsored seminars
on implementation science, mentorship, and
health literacy, bringing in leading experts from
across the U.S. The Health Literacy Research
Seminar Series resulted in an NIH-funded study
at UAMS after two of the visitors established a
collaborative relationship with Kristie Hadden,
Ph.D., director of the UAMS Center for Health
Literacy.
“TRI will continue to emphasize collaboration
across our research enterprise,” James said. “The
payoff is a stronger TRI and a stronger research
community.”

TRI Awards
Four Pilot
Research Studies
TRI recently approved
four research pilot study
awards totaling about
$166,000. Nine applicants
sought awards of up to
$50,000 for translational
biomedical informatics
approaches to improve
health and solve health
care issues of rural and
underserved populations.
The pilot awardees are:
Kristie Hadden, Ph.D.,
“Patient health literacy
screening: An informatics
approach.”
Se-Ran Jun, Ph.D.,
“Genomic surveillance
of mumps outbreak in
Arkansas using third
generation sequencing
technology.”
Atul Kothari, M.D.,
“Molecular epidemiology
and transmission of
Clostridium difficile
infections (CDI) in
nosocomial settings.”
Bradley Martin,
Ph.D., Pharm.D.,
“Development,
validation, and
implementation of an
opioid risk prediction
tool.”
Applications were reviewed
and scored by a study
section of 23 faculty and
community representatives.
The study section included
independent scientists from
various disciplines across the
country.
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TRIBUTARY
Researcher Retreat Reveals Potential for Insurance Database
Looking for new
ways to add value
to UAMS’ research
enterprise, TRI
last year brought
research leaders
together to talk.
TRI Community
Engagement
Joe Thompson, M.D., provided an overview of
Director Kate
ACHI’s data resources. (File Photo)
Stewart, M.D., M.P.H., led discussions that
explored areas of common interest and barriers
to research at UAMS, Arkansas Children’s
Research Institute, the Central Arkansas
Veterans Healthcare System (CAVHS) and the
Arkansas Department of Health.
“Several people raised the issue of accessing
Stewart
the data within the Arkansas Center for Health
Improvement (ACHI),” Stewart said. “The idea was that TRI
could possibly play a role in facilitating access.”
TRI hosted a Feb. 28 retreat that featured ACHI Director
Joe Thompson, M.D., M.P.H., and four other ACHI data
experts. Thompson provided an overview of the available data
and encouraged the roughly 30 attendees to focus on ACHI’s

TRI

All-Payer Claims Database, which has records of publicly and
privately insured people who seek medical service.
Later, in small-group discussions on health policy,
mental health, pediatrics and chronic conditions, attendees
brainstormed ways to use the database. Each group was advised
by an ACHI data expert.
Numerous ideas were considered, including one to study
insurance claims related to the specific conditions identified for
treatment under Arkansas’ new marijuana law.
TRI Director Laura James, M.D., said the database will be
used by the TRI-funded pilot study program in the future. Such
pilots could establish baseline data and then evaluate changes
that occur as a result of policy changes.
Joann Kirchner, M.D., a leading UAMS researcher based at
CAVHS, said the retreat brought a diverse group of stakeholders
and she is excited about the prospects for using the database.
“It is an extraordinary resource for researchers, clinical
managers and policymakers,” she said. “I look forward to using
the database in future research studies.”
An evaluation survey showed that 100 percent of attendees felt
the retreat increased their understanding of how the database
could be used for research and provided an effective opportunity
to explore collaborative projects.

Donald Mock, M.D., Ph.D.,
Director, TRI Pilot Studies Program,
Professor, Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, and Pediatrics

The TRIbune is produced by
the UAMS Translational
Research Institute (TRI).
Website
TRI.uams.edu
Email: TRI@uams.edu
TRI Main Number
501-614-2287
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TRIbutes (Continued on page 4)
The following UAMS researchers cited the Translational Research Institute (TRI) in publications after utilizing TRI resources or funding:

Almeida M, Laurent MR, Dubois V, Claessens F, O’Brien
CA, Bouillon R, Vanderschueren D and Manolagas SC.
“Estrogens and androgens in skeletal physiology and
pathophysiology.” Physiol Rev 2017 Jan 97(1): 135-187.
Bunyavanich S, Shen N, Grishin A, Wood R, Burks W,
Dawson P, Jones SM, Leung DY, Sampson H, Sicherer S and
Clemente JC. “Early-life gut microbiome composition and
milk allergy resolution.” J Allergy Clin Immunol 2016 Oct
138(4): 1122-1130.
Denson JL, Kennedy JL, Dehority WN, Eickman MM,
Schwalm KS, Stoner AN, Kincaid JC, Abramo TJ,
Thompson TM, Ulloa EM, Burchiel SW, Young SA and
Dinwiddie DL. “Complete genome sequences of two novel
isolates of human parainfluenza virus 1 associated with acute
respiratory infection.” Genome Announc 2016 Oct 13 4(5).
Fujiwara Y, Piemontese M, Liu Y, Thostenson JD, Xiong
J and O’Brien CA. “RANKL (Receptor Activator of
NFkappaB Ligand) produced by osteocytes is required for
the increase in B cells and bone loss caused by estrogen
deficiency in mice.” J Biol Chem 2016 Nov 25 291(48):
24838-24850.

Kennedy JL, Denson JL, Schwalm KS, Stoner AN, Kincaid
JC, Abramo TJ, Thompson TM, Ulloa EM, Burchiel SW
and Dinwiddie DL. “Complete genome sequence of a novel
WU polyomavirus isolate from Arkansas, USA, associated
with acute respiratory infection.” Genome Announc 2017 Jan
12 5(2).
McElfish PA, Rowland B, Long CR, Hudson J, Piel M,
Buron B, Riklon S, Bing WI and Warmack TS. “Diabetes
and hypertension in Marshallese adults: Results from faithbased health screenings.” J Racial Ethn Health Disparities
2016 Nov 11.
Penthala NR, Janganati V, Alpe TL, Apana SM,
Berridge MS, Crooks PA and Borrelli MJ. “N-[11CH3]
Dimethylaminoparthenolide (DMAPT) uptake into
orthotopic 9LSF glioblastoma tumors in the rat.” Bioorg Med
Chem Lett 2016 Dec 15 26(24): 5883-5886.
Pyne JM, Constans JI, Wiederhold MD, Gibson DP,
Kimbrell T, Kramer TL, Pitcock JA, Han X, Williams
DK, Chartrand D, Gevirtz RN, Spira J, Wiederhold BK,
McCraty R and McCune TR. “Heart rate variability: Predeployment predictor of post-deployment PTSD symptoms.”
Biol Psychol 2016 Dec 121(Pt A): 91-98.

Hartman JH, Miller GP, Caro AA, Byrum SD, Orr LM,
Mackintosh SG, Tackett AJ, MacMillan-Crow LA, Hallberg
LM, Ameredes BT and Boysen G. “1,3-Butadiene-induced
mitochondrial dysfunction is correlated with mitochondrial
CYP2E1 activity in collaborative cross mice.” Toxicology
2017 Mar 01 378: 114-124.

Scott A, Shreve M, Ayers B and McElfish PA. “Breastfeeding perceptions, beliefs and experiences of Marshallese
migrants: an exploratory study.” Public Health Nutr 2016
Nov 19(16): 3007-3016.

Holthoff ER, Spencer H, Kelly T, Post SR and Quick CM.
“Pathologic features of aggressive vulvar carcinoma are
associated with epithelial-mesenchymal transition.” Hum
Pathol 2016 Oct 56: 22-30.

Ucer S, Iyer S, Kim HN, Han L, Rutlen C, Allison K,
Thostenson JD, de Cabo R, Jilka RL, O’Brien C, Almeida
M and Manolagas SC. “The effects of aging and sex steroid
deficiency on the murine skeleton are independent and
mechanistically distinct.” J Bone Miner Res 2017 Mar 32(3):
560-574.

Jolly LA, Massoll N and Franco AT. “Immune suppression
mediated by myeloid and lymphoid derived immune cells
in the tumor microenvironment facilitates progression of
thyroid cancers driven by HrasG12V and Pten loss.” J Clin
Cell Immunol 2016 Oct 7(5).

Thank you for remembering to cite TRI in your publications resulting from studies that receive TRI support.
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