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Collaboration Station

Discover Your Next Collaborator With UAMS Profiles

Finding collaborators doesn’t have to
be a scavenger hunt. UAMS Profiles, a
new online research networking tool,
eliminates the mystery and the miles
separating researchers from potential
collaborators.
Created at Harvard University,
Profiles was obtained and customized
for use at UAMS by the Translational
Research Institute (TRI), the Winthrop
P. Rockefeller Cancer Institute and the
Department of Biomedical Informatics.
Through its service to researchers,
UAMS Profiles delivers on a key team
science objective of the NIH National
Center for Advancing Translational
Sciences (NCATS), which oversees
62 Clinical and Translational Science
Award (CTSA) institutions across the
United States, including TRI.
Profiles (TRI.uams.edu/Profiles)
combines a key-word directory with
illuminating interactive visualizations
that show each faculty member’s
collaborations or networks with other
researchers, and it shows how those
networks have evolved over time.
UAMS faculty information is
currently shared within the UAMS
The TRIbune

network and may be viewed by Profiles
members at the main UAMS campus,
Arkansas Children’s Hospital and
its Research Institute (ACHRI), the
UAMS Northwest Arkansas campus,
and by faculty at the Central Arkansas
Veterans Healthcare System. In 2016,
UAMS Profiles will be linked nationally
with other research institutions that use
Profiles or similar networking programs.
Profiles accounts were automatically
established for all UAMS faculty with
information imported from UAMS
FacFacts (Faculty Facts), TRACKS and
PubMed. Each faculty member’s Profile
Page includes biographical information,
contact information and their researcher
networks. A researcher’s network may be
viewed on the website as:
Concept clouds, which highlight
the person’s area of research
Map views, which show where coauthors are located
Publication timelines, which graph
the number of publications of
different types by year

Message from Dr. James
Dear Colleagues,
This month, the
Translational Research
Institute (TRI) is submitting
its re-application for an
NIH National Center for
Advancing Translational
Sciences (NCATS) Clinical and Translational
Science Award (CTSA). As many of you are
aware, our previous score was competitive,
and I believe our new submission will hit the
mark thanks to the dedicated efforts of our
institutional leaders, faculty and staff.
In the meantime, TRI continues to support
key initiatives that are helping our research
community thrive. This month, we’re
very excited to introduce UAMS Profiles,
an online tool to help you find research
collaborators. For the first time, we have an
easy-to-use medium for finding collaborators.
UAMS Profiles can enhance our efforts to
address complex research challenges through
team science – a priority at NIH, NCATS
and TRI.
I encourage you to visit the UAMS Profiles
website, TRI.uams.edu/Profiles. I think
you’ll be pleased with its functionality and
the dynamic displays of our researcher-toresearcher interactions. TRI, along with the
Department of Biomedical Informatics, will
offer hands-on instructional opportunities
this fall as well as other face-to-face
presentations to UAMS college faculty
groups. These sessions will be promoted on
our website, TRI.uams.edu, and our email
announcements listserv. Support is also
available by emailing DBMI@uams.edu.

Laura James, M.D.
Director, TRI
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Collaboration Station
Radial network views, which illustrate
clusters of connectivity among publication
authors and their co-authors
Concept timelines, which depict how a
person’s research focus has changed over
time.
“The Profiles website provides a very direct way
of seeing a researcher’s existing collaborations, who
they’ve worked with in the past, and what kind of
projects they worked on,” said TRI Director Laura
James, M.D. “This is a very important tool for the
research community, particularly for new or young
research faculty who want to establish research
collaborations. It will also allow researchers to
build multidisciplinary research teams, which is a
major priority of NCATS.”
Today nearly all CTSA institutions have Profiles
or similar research networking programs. The
Profiles Research Networking Software Users
Group has more than 300 institutional members
worldwide. NCATS and CTSA consortium
members such as UAMS anticipate that Profiles

will facilitate more team-oriented science as
collaboration becomes an increasingly important
priority for government funding agencies.
“I believe that team science is becoming the
primary approach for success in biomedical
research,” James said. “Working in teams
strengthens the impact and sustainability of
research programs.”
TRI plans to expand UAMS Profiles’
networking capacity through the
DIRECT2Experts platform in 2016. As part of
this federated network, UAMS faculty will be
linked with 75 other institutions to help identify
research collaborators.
Want to see your individual Profiles page? Go
to tri.uams.edu/profiles. Use your UAMS ID
and password to login. Once logged in, click
“View My Profile.” If you have questions, email
DBMI@uams.edu (Department of Biomedical
Informatics). Stay tuned to TRI’s website, TRI.
uams.edu, this fall for announcements about
upcoming Profiles demonstrations and hands-on
training opportunities!

Early Adopter
Josh Kennedy, M.D., a UAMS clinician scientist studying rhinovirus and
asthma exacerbation, thought he was the only person at UAMS to have
published on rhinovirus. Then the TRI KL2 Career Development Awardee test
drove UAMS Profiles, the new researcher networking software.
“Lo and behold I found a person named Richard Jackson (M.D.) who’s got
several articles on rhinovirus, and he’s right here at UAMS,” Kennedy said of
the professor of surgery. “That could be great for me as a junior faculty to have
another person in this field who could help.”
Kennedy also tried a key word search for “asthma,”
which produced six pages of UAMS asthma researchers.
“I was extremely surprised; I had no idea there were
that many people in this field at UAMS,” he said. “It really
opens up a lot of great opportunities for collaboration
that we wouldn’t have known about otherwise.”
Kennedy said UAMS Profiles offers a simple process
for establishing an account and adding information.
“It didn’t take me a lot of time,” he said. “Most of this
information you’ve already compiled at some point,
like awards, honors, and an overview of your lab, so
it’s relatively simple to just copy and paste it. The other
information, like publications, research interests and
The Profiles website includes dynamic displays of
grants, are done automatically.”
Kennedy’s co-authors and their co-authors.
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“Collaboration is essential
in education, practice and
research. The Office of
Interprofessional Education
has two responsibilities:
To teach professionals the
value of collaboration and
to facilitate collaboration by
reducing existing barriers.
Profiles reduces existing
barriers across disciplines
and professions while making
collaboration in research
much easier. Profiles will
improve our ability at UAMS to
collaborate locally, regionally
and nationally.”
Lee Wilbur,
M.D.,
F.A.A.E.M.,
Director,
UAMS Office of
Interprofessional
Education

“It is imperative to have
a means of finding and
connecting with researchers
across colleges, departments
and research sites. As
a researcher based in
northwest Arkansas, I believe
Profiles is an essential link to
investigators based in central
Arkansas and elsewhere. With
such a dynamic platform to
help facilitate team science,
Profiles is harnessing
technology that removes
geographic and other barriers
to finding collaborators.”
Pearl McElfish,
Ph.D.,
Director, Office
of Community
Health and
Research,
UAMS
Northwest
Campus
The TRIbune
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TRIbutary
‘Guinea Pig’ at TRI Research Forum Lands Genentech Stroke Award
UAMS’ Aliza Brown, Ph.D., recently
received a nearly $200,000 Genentech
stroke research award after she
incorporated ideas in her application from
the first TRI Research Forum in June 2014.
The grant was one of only three
community stroke pilots funded by
Genentech in the United States. The study
will enable Brown to determine paramedics’
recognition of stroke and whether stroke
patients are being taken to stroke-ready
hospitals. In addition, she is developing
an educational video for paramedics in
partnership with the UAMS-led Arkansas
SAVES (Stroke Assistance through Virtual
Emergency Support) telestroke program
and the Arkansas Department of Health’s
Arkansas Stroke Registry.
Her hope is that the study will provide
data to support state sanctioned stroke
guidelines and practices for emergency
medical services.
“The Department of Health is very
interested in this project because this will

TRI

help promote legislation for the stroke
guidelines and to create a stroke dashboard
to guide EMS agencies to the appropriate
hospitals,” Brown said.
Brown, an assistant professor of
radiology, joked that she was TRI’s first
Research Forum “guinea pig.” The forums
include established researchers and
biostatisticians who provide feedback on
investigators’ grant applications.
“The forum panel was excited about
the application and said it was very
translational,” Brown said. “They gave me
some great advice. I learned a lot and I got a
pretty good grant out of it.”
A key recommendation came from Jean
McSweeney, Ph.D., R.N., professor and
interim dean of the College of Nursing.
“Dr. McSweeney suggested that the study
include utilization of the Simulation Center
and an educational intervention, so I did
that,” Brown said.
Her study will validate the educational
intervention – a training video – by

Alison Oliveto, Ph.D., Professor and
Vice Chair for Research, Department
of Psychiatry, College of Medicine; TRI
Team Leader, Research Processes
and Methodology

measuring Pulaski County
paramedics’ stroke
recognition rates
following
training.
Garland
County EMS
will serve as
the control,
where EMS
workers
will not
receive the
training video
and whose
stroke recognition
rates will be followed
concurrently.
“I hope that this study can provide
data the state needs to make these stroke
guidelines a reality,” Brown said.
To date, TRI has hosted nine Research
Forums. To request a forum, email
TRIservices@uams.edu.
The TRIbune is produced by
the UAMS Translational
Research Institute (TRI).
Website
TRI.uams.edu
Email: TRI@uams.edu
TRI Main Number
501-614-2287

“I see TRI delivering on its
great potential as a catalyst
for positive change and

regulatory burdens, I see
TRI as the creator of more
investigator-friendly, efficient

facilitating the translational research

processes. My role with TRI has been

enterprise at UAMS. That’s occurring on

a tremendous opportunity to facilitate

multiple levels, from its array of research

translational research on a larger

services to assisting with education

scale and work with very dedicated

and pilot funds that help investigators

people. It has helped me see how like-

build a foundation for success. In an

minded we are in the goals we want to

age of increasing compliance and

accomplish.”
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Need

help with

Research

Contact
TRIservices@uams.edu
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TRIbutes
The following UAMS researchers cited the Translational Research Institute (TRI) in publications after utilizing TRI resources or funding:

Ali MM, O'Brien CE, Cleves MA, Martin BC.
Exploring the possible association between
montelukast and neuropsychiatric events among
children with asthma: a matched nested casecontrol study. Pharmacoepidemiol Drug Saf. 2015
Feb 12. doi: 10.1002/pds.3758. [Epub ahead of
print]
Atwood DN, Loughran AJ, Courtney AP,
Anthony AC, Meeker DG, Spencer HJ, Gupta
RK, Lee CY, Beenken KE, Smeltzer MS.
Comparative impact of diverse regulatory loci
on Staphylococcus aureus biofilm formation.
Microbiologyopen. 2015 Mar 21. doi: 10.1002/
mbo3.250. [Epub ahead of print]
Batchelor-Murphy M, Amella EJ, Zapka J,
Mueller M, Beck C. Feasibility of a web-based
dementia feeding skills training program for
nursing home staff. Geriatr Nurs. 2015 Mar 10.
pii: S0197-4572(15)00052-X. doi: 10.1016/j.
gerinurse.2015.02.003. [Epub ahead of print]
Burbank AJ, Lewis SD, Hewes M, Schellhase DE,
Rettiganti M, Hall-Barrow J, Bylander LA, Brown
RH, Perry TT. Mobile-based asthma action plans
for adolescents. J Asthma. 2015 Jan 7:1-4. [Epub
ahead of print]
Burks AW, Wood RA, Jones SM, Sicherer SH,
Fleischer DM, Scurlock AM, Vickery BP, Liu
AH, Henning AK, Lindblad R, Dawson P,
Plaut M, Sampson HA; for the Consortium of
Food Allergy Research (CoFAR). Sublingual
immunotherapy for peanut allergy: Longterm follow-up of a randomized multicenter
trial. J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2015 Feb 3. pii:
S0091-6749(14)03745-2. doi: 10.1016/j.
jaci.2014.12.1917. [Epub ahead of print]
Eddy S, Maddukuri L, Ketkar A, Zafar MK,
Henninger EE, Pursell ZF, Eoff RL. Evidence for
the kinetic partitioning of polymerase activity
on G-quadruplex DNA. Biochemistry. 2015
May 26;54(20):3218-30. doi: 10.1021/acs.
biochem.5b00060. Epub 2015 May 11.
Erickson SW, Raj VR, Stephens OW, Dhakal
I, Chavan SS, Sanathkumar N, Coleman EA,
Lee JY, Goodwin JA, Apewokin S, Zhou D,
Epstein J, Heuck CJ, Vangsted AJ. Genomewide scan identifies variant in 2q12.3 associated
with risk for multiple myeloma. Blood. 2014
Sep 18;124(12):2001-3. doi: 10.1182/
blood-2014-07-586701.
Felix HC, Bradway C, Ali MM, Li X. Nursing
home perspectives on the admission of morbidly
obese patients from hospitals to nursing
homes. J Appl Gerontol. 2014 Dec 16. pii:
0733464814563606. [Epub ahead of print]
Gao J, Zybailov BL, Byrd AK, Griffin WC,
Chib S, Mackintosh SG, Tackett AJ, Raney

KD. Yeast transcription co-activator Sub1 and
its human homolog PC4 preferentially bind to
G-quadruplex DNA. Chem Commun (Camb).
2015 Apr 9;51(33):7242-4. doi: 10.1039/
c5cc00742a.
Hambuchen MD, Carroll FI, Rüedi-Bettschen
D, Hendrickson HP, Hennings LJ, Blough
BE, Brieaddy LE, Pidaparthi RR, Owens
SM. Combining active immunization with
monoclonal antibody therapy to facilitate early
initiation of a long-acting anti-methamphetamine
antibody response. J Med Chem. 2015 May 22.
[Epub ahead of print]
Hyde J, MacNicol M, Odle A, Garcia-Rill
E. The use of three-dimensional printing to
produce in vitro slice chambers. J Neurosci
Methods. 2014 Dec 30;238:82-7. doi: 10.1016/j.
jneumeth.2014.09.012. Epub 2014 Sep 22.
King A, Farst K, Jaeger M, Onukwube J, Robbins
J. Maltreatment-related emergency department
visits among children 0 to 3 years old in the
United States. Child Maltreat. 2015 Jan 27. pii:
1077559514567176. [Epub ahead of print]
Kovak MR, Saraswati S, Schoen DJ, Diekman
AB. Investigation of galectin-3 function in the
reproductive tract by identification of binding
ligands in human seminal plasma. Am J Reprod
Immunol. 2014 Oct;72(4):403-12. doi: 10.1111/
aji.12273. Epub 2014 May 23.
Li M, He Z, Schaid DJ, Cleves MA, Nick TG,
Lu Q. A powerful non-parametric statistical
framework for family-based association analyses.
Genetics. 2015 Mar 5. pii: genetics.115.175174.
[Epub ahead of print]
Mabry CD, Kalkwarf KJ, Betzold RD, Spencer
HJ, Robertson RD, Sutherland MJ, Maxson
RT. Determining the hospital trauma financial
impact in a statewide trauma system. J Am Coll
Surg. 2015 Apr;220(4):446-58. doi: 10.1016/j.
jamcollsurg.2014.12.039. Epub 2015 Jan 9.
Messias E. Standing on the shoulders of Pinel,
Freud, and Kraepelin: a historiometric inquiry
into the histories of psychiatry. J Nerv Ment
Dis. 2014 Nov;202(11):788-92. doi: 10.1097/
NMD.0000000000000208.
Montgomery BE, Rompalo A, Hughes J, Wang
J, Haley D, Soto-Torres L, Chege W, Justman J,
Kuo I, Golin C, Frew P, Mannheimer S, Hodder
S. Violence against women in selected areas of
the United States. Am J Public Health. 2015 Mar
19:e1-e11. [Epub ahead of print]
Mulkey SB, Yap VL, Bai S, Ramakrishnaiah
RH, Glasier CM, Bornemeier RA, Schmitz
ML, Bhutta AT. Amplitude-integrated EEG in
newborns with critical congenital heart disease

predicts preoperative brain magnetic resonance
imaging findings. Pediatr Neurol. 2015 Mar 5.
pii: S0887-8994(15)00114-9. doi: 10.1016/j.
pediatrneurol.2015.02.026. [Epub ahead of print]
Nakagawa M, Greenfield W, Moerman-Herzog
A, Coleman HN. 2015. Cross-reactivity, epitope
spreading, and de novo immune stimulation
are possible mechanisms of cross-protection of
nonvaccine human papillomavirus (HPV) types
in recipients of HPV therapeutic vaccines. Clin
Vaccine Immunol 22:679 –687. doi:10.1128/
CVI.00149-15
Pyne JM, Fortney JC, Mouden S, Lu L, Hudson
TJ, Mittal D. Cost-effectiveness of on-site
versus off-site collaborative care for depression
in rural FQHCs. Psychiatr Serv. 2015 Feb
17:appips201400186. [Epub ahead of print]
Rabie NZ, Bird TM, Magann EF, Hall RW,
McKelvey SS. ADHD and developmental speech/
language disorders in late preterm, early term
and term infants. J Perinatol. 2015 Apr 2. doi:
10.1038/jp.2015.28. [Epub ahead of print]
Rittenhouse R, Wei F, Robertson D, Ryan
K. Utilization of the Arkansas prescription
monitoring program to combat prescription drug
abuse. Prev Med Rep. 2015;2:524-528.
Sampson HA, Aceves S, Bock SA, James J, Jones
S, Lang D, Nadeau K, Nowak-Wegrzyn A,
Oppenheimer J, Perry TT, Randolph C, Sicherer
SH, Simon RA, Vickery BP, Wood R, Sampson
HA, Randolph C, Bernstein D, Blessing-Moore
J, Khan D, Lang D, Nicklas R, Oppenheimer J,
Portnoy J, Randolph C, Schuller D, Spector S,
Tilles SA, Wallace D, Sampson HA, Aceves S,
Bock SA, James J, Jones S, Lang D, Nadeau K,
Nowak-Wegrzyn A, Oppenheimer J, Perry TT,
Randolph C, Sicherer SH, Simon RA, Vickery
BP, Wood R. Food allergy: A practice parameter
update-2014. J Allergy Clin Immunol. 2014 Aug
28. pii: S0091-6749(14)00672-1. doi: 10.1016/j.
jaci.2014.05.013. [Epub ahead of print]
Tang X, Cleves MA, Nick TG, Li M, MacLeod
SL, Erickson SW, Li J, Shaw GM, Mosley BS,
Hobbs CA; National Birth Defects Prevention
Study. Obstructive heart defects associated with
candidate genes, maternal obesity, and folic acid
supplementation. Am J Med Genet A. 2015 Apr
2. doi: 10.1002/ajmg.a.36867. [Epub ahead of
print]
Yao-Borengasser A, Monzavi-Karbassi B, Hedges
RA, Rogers LJ, Kadlubar SA, Kieber-Emmons
T. Adipocyte hypoxia promotes epithelialmesenchymal transition-related gene expression
and estrogen receptor-negative phenotype in
breast cancer cells. Oncol Rep. 2015 Mar 30. doi:
10.3892/or.2015.3880. [Epub ahead of print]

Thank you for remembering to cite TRI in your publications resulting from studies that receive TRI support.
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